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Nicaraguan Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco told reporters in Guatemala City on
Feb. 9 that the U.S. via its allies in the region (El Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica) is effectively
boycotting Contadora efforts to coordinate a regional peace treaty. Tinoco was interviewed shortly
after he arrived to attend the European Community ministerial level meeting aimed at coordinating
economic aid projects. The Nicaraguan diplomat said the so-called Costa Rican peace proposal to
be launched Feb. 15 in San Jose is not only supported by Washington, but was "devised" by the
Reagan administration. Costa Rican President Oscar Arias has invited Honduran, Salvadoran and
Guatemalan counterparts to discuss the proposal. Briefly, this plan consists of several requirements
to be met by the Nicaraguan government prior to the implementation of a cease-fire by the
contras and the Sandinistas. Among the requirements is Sandinista acquiescence to participate in
negotiations with its "external" and "internal" opposition. According to Tinoco, the intent behind
the new proposal is to create the appearance of Nicaraguan intransigence and belligerence, which
it is hoped, will lead to further international isolation of the Sandinista government. The US, he
said, is clearly attempting to supplant the Contadora process with its own policy objectives. The
Reagan administration continually reiterates its support for Contadora's 21-point document of
objectives issued in 1983. That document, said Tinoco, contains only general objectives and does
not define specific requirements for regional peace. In contrast, the "Caraballeda Statement" issued
in January 1986 by Contadora foreign ministers in Venezuela, provides concrete recommendations
toward achieving the objectives expressed in 1983. The Reagan administration, said the deputy
minister, is opposed to the Caraballeda document because it is grounded in the preservation of
security interests of all Central American nations, and the encouragement of democratic practices
in all Central American nations. Washington's opposition to Contadora, he added, is clear in
that Contadora represents a broad-based Latin American policy which strives to support the
self-determination of all peoples, while simultaneously calling for an end to foreign meddling
and intervention in Central America. The Costa Rican proposal, said Tinoco, is an ill-concealed
declaration of support for the US-backed contras, and attempt to interfere in Nicaraguan domestic
affairs.
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